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This book took a little longer to write than I had originally imagined, and a great many people and organisations have helped along the way. I am especially grateful to Chris Fowler and Fiona Shapland for reading the whole book in draft, and for their many useful and encouraging comments. I would also like to thank all at Cambridge University Press for their help and patience, especially Beatrice Rehl, Amanda Smith, James Dunn, and Brian MacDonald.
I never did manage to get back to Rum to check the photographs discussed in Chapter 3. Since I didn't have a book in mind (or a notebook in hand) when I first saw them, I hope my descriptions from memory bear at least some relationship to reality.
Finally, I would like to thank Catriona and our children, Rowan, James, and Theo, who have grown up with this book for rather longer than was ever intended.
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